. _ |
L VOTES axp PROCEEDINGS, Fesrvary 1977,

_‘The houfe then proceeded to the choice of a fpeaker, and the hopgurable Thomas Sprigg
Wootton, Efq; was ele@ed by ballot. . .- . TV
-/ The houfe appointed Mr. Gabriel Duvall clerk, OrRDERED, That he qualify himfelf as'fuch,
by taking the oath of fidelity to the ftate, fubfcribing a declaration of his belief in the chriftian
religion, and by taking an oath, that he will honeftly, faithfully, and diliFentl difcharge the'
office of clerk to ﬁhe houfe of delegates of Maryland, and that he will not difclofe or reveal the
fecrets thereof. » | | |

Mr. Allen Quynn was appointed ferjeant at arms, and Mr. Robert Reynolds door-keeper,
OrpERED, That they qualify themfelves as fuch, by taking the feveral oaths required.

A certificate of the clerk’s qualification was produced and filed,

The houfe adjourns till to-morrow morning g o’clock.

T HU R S D A Y, February 6, 1777.

HE houfe met. Prefent the fame members. as on yefterday, except Mr. Magxuder. The
proceedings of yefterday were read, . My. Upton; Skietedine, a delegate returned for Fre-
derick county, appeared in the houfe, and after having qualified agrecable to the conftitution
and form of government, in the _prefence. of Mr. Speaker and the ether members, he took his feat.
Certificates of the qualification of the ferjeant at armis and door-keeper were produced and
filed.

On motion, ResoLvep, That for the difpatch of public bufinefs, this houfe will fit, during |
this fefion, from nine.o’clock in the morning till one in the-afternoon, and from three till five.:
~..On motion, That 4 committee of eleGions and privileges be appointed to infpelt and examine
the returns of ele@ions, and report whether they have been made agreeable to the mode pre-
fcribed by the conftitution and form of government, and that} ' be a committee for
that purpofe ? The previouy queftion was called for and put, Whether the above queftion be
now put{ Carried irr the negative. | ’ * S

'‘ORDERED, That the following rules be obferved this feflion. }
I, That no member of the houfe ufe any reviling fpeeches, or name any member by his pro-
pep name, but thall ufe féme other diftinQion,. as the gentleman who fpoke laft, or thelike. .
II. That none fhall deliver his opinion or fpeak to any debate, unlﬂs he fhall ftand up in his
place and reverently dire@ his fpeech to the fpeaker. s N
. 1IL.- That no member fpeak above once on any debate, without licence of “the houfe declared *

"by the fpeaker, and if two perfons or more thalf rife up together, the fpeaker fhall appaint who

:fhailafp_eak firft, and no member fhall interrupt any other, until the gentleman fpeaking hath
ended. - , : ‘ T .

IV. That no perfon come into the houfe while the fame is fitting, with fword or other wea-
pon, upon penalty of ‘fuch fine as ﬂlal‘l be impofed on him by the fpeaker, not.exceeding twenty

‘hinln Se ‘ I T . L R y
V. EI'hat: if any member be abfent at the hours-appointed, the {peaker and twenty of the mem-
bers having met, according to the order for fitting, he fhall\be fined according to the difcretion

of the fpesker, not exceeding five fhillings for any offénce, unlefs upon fuch 'excufe as the
fpeaker fhall admic. - ¢ * | R o . '
V1. All mifdemeanors which fhall happen in the houfe fhall be cenfured or fined in the houfe.
VII. That if any member of the houfe depart without leave of the houfe, he thall farfeit all
his preceding allowance due to him for his atteridance this feffion. ST
VIII. That every bill proppfed to the houfe :fhall.be read two feveral days before it is fene to
. the fenate, and onge after; before it be ingroffed, and between every reading one ‘day fhall be
intermitted ; and that, inthat time, the bill fhall,-he. laid on the table for the perufal of all the
members, unlefs on very urgent occafions, N _.g,Sp,,eak_cxz,';«:with the confent of the houfe, fhali
difpence therewith, and then the bill being read vwige at_ope fitting, fhall be as fufficient as if
read feveral days, -when fo‘entered in the clerk’s journal. ' o
1X. That no peéfon who *has refufed to .fign, the affociation (unlefs from religious principles)
Ve permitted to come within the doors of this hofe daring the feffon. Nt |
| I AR Adjourned til], 3 o’clogk; - ‘
| oo p@i8 T M E RITI DI E M. T
The houfe met.  Mr. Mitchell has leave ¢f.abfince.  Mr. Thomas Semmes, & delegate re-
turned for Charles countyy. Mr. Walter Bowie,i:a delegate returned for Prince-George’s county,
and Mr. John Hatton Redd;:a delegate returned far:Saint Mary’s county, appeared in the houfe,
and after having qualified agréeable to the conftitution and form of government, . in:the prefence

of Mr. Speaker and the other members, they took their feats, |

" . On miotion,. ResoL¥ED, That the intercourfe between the fenate and delegates of aflfembly

of this dtite; .as to the mode: of condu&ing bufinefs during this feflien, ' be the famé ay hezstofose
‘ [ ufed between the uppcr and lﬂm houfes af'lﬂ'ombly. ) o A0S FANSIREINR I ‘




